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Abstract 

This audit initiative aimed at assessing the prevalence of pressure sores in the public hospitals of Emilia-
Romagna, and at monitoring the rate of use of specific modalities of prevention and cure. The design was 
cross-sectional, with information collected on three index days during 2000 by trained personnel. Overall, 
the prevalence of pressure sores at the regional level was 7.1%, with remarkable variation across 
hospitals (from 2.9% to 9.7%), also after adjustment for case mix. As for patterns of prevention and cure, 
74% of patients at risk (according to the Braden scale) of developing a pressure sores received only 
standard low technology devices, and 50% of those in need were included in a systematic programme of 
postural change. Adequate (according to the available evidence) medications were used in 45% of 
patients with a pressure sore. The overall prevalence of pressure sore is close (or even inferior) to that 
observed in similar studies. However, variation between hospitals indicates that the current health 
services ability to deal with pressure sore is variable and often suboptimal. This evaluation is also 
supported by the limited adoption of adequate preventive and curative modalities. 
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