
major changes to their gambling legislation in 2018-2021, we
further analysed the extent to which protection of health and
wellbeing is a priority within a changing gambling legislation
and explored the extent to which individual- and population-
based approaches to gambling-related harms are being
integrated into policy.
Results:
We find that over 80% of countries globally now permit
gambling. Among the jurisdictions changing their gambling
policies, protection of health and wellbeing is often secondary to
revenue growth. Most prevention policies focus on individual
responsibility and few jurisdictions aim to address the political,
economic, or commercial determinants of gambling harms.
Conclusions/Lessons:
Addressing gambling as a public health issue, thus, is not yet
translating into comprehensive policy action across jurisdic-
tions. This is a concern, given that legislative frameworks set
the agenda for the regulation of gambling and the actions
implemented. By providing new systematic comparative data
on responses to gambling-related harms globally this paper will
be useful both for public health researchers, and for health
policy-makers and advocates around the globe looking to
understand how other countries/jurisdictions are responding
to this public health challenge.
Key messages:
� While over 80% of countries globally now permit

gambling, addressing gambling as a public health issue is
not yet translating into comprehensive policy action across
jurisdictions.

� Most newly introduced prevention policies focus on
individual responsibility and few jurisdictions aim to
address the political, economic, or commercial determi-
nants of gambling harms.
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Issue:
Social Prescribing (SP) describes evidence-based interventions
designed to improve health and wellbeing by referring
individuals with non-medical, health-related social needs to
health-promoting community-based support and services.
Differences in national health systems, sociopolitical infra-
structures and terminology, has however created a hetero-
geneity on SP practice and limited its implementation.
Description of the problem:
On may 2022 the Portuguese National Institute of Health Dr
Ricardo Jorge in partnership with EurohealthNet, organised a
Country Exchange Visit to Lisbon. The purpose was to discuss
SP and other health promoting primary care strategies in
practice at European level and explore the political, financial
and practical enablers that connect community and primary
health care and social services, in order to build up knowledge-
base to foster further SP policy and practice.
Results:
Participants from ten European health authorities visit on site
several community-based initiatives and shared information
about relevant activities in their countries. In particular,
brainstorming sessions between participants and the twelve key
SP partners from the voluntary and community sector, were
continuously facilitated by organizers. A summary report was
published, providing an overview of the knowledge exchange.

Lessons:
Overall, the importance to strengthen the collaboration
between health and social sectors was recorrently highlighted.
Co-funding between the governmental bodies and develop-
ment of intersectorial partnership projets were pointed out as
key innovative approaches to launch and scale up sustainable
SP implementation. It was noted that despite the evidence
showing the health benefits of a SP model, quality of individual
interventions should be ensured and supported by common
evaluation frameworks. The development of new training and
competence modules adapted to contextual needs was
considered particularly relevant to foster SP implementation.
Key messages:
� Social prescribing represents an innovative tool that enables

health systems to meet in a better way the new societal
challenges by a complete paradigm shift to a biopsycho-
social model of care.

� Implementation of social prescribing and its integration
into national health systems is crucial to develop new
models of care and health to face 21st century health
problems.
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Clinical research is a pivotal element for the Emilia-Romagna
(Italy) healthcare system. Since 2004 the regional government
has established ‘‘regional health research plans’’ that define
priority research topics for the regional health system (RHS).
Research on identified topics has been funded by periodic calls
for public grants to support not for profit research carried out
in regional public Hospitals and Local Health Trusts (LHTs).
Until today, in Emilia-Romagna region, a top-down approach
was used with regional decision-makers in identifying research
themes to be investigated and funded. The goal of this
intervention was to promote a bottom-up approach to identify
research needs and survey research expectations from different
stakeholders. To widely represent research needs and expecta-
tions, the research process involved not only decision-makers
but also researchers, healthcare and social professionals, a
citizens’ advisory committee. To enable every stakeholder to
make a concrete contribution to the regional health research
plan, innovative qualitative techniques such as focus group
(FG) and Open Space Technology (OST) were used. Then, the
material was analyzed by content analysis and a narrative
synthesis of results was carried out. From January to December
2022, 160 regional stakeholders participated in 8 FGs and one
OST. Research on health and social services emerged as the
main ‘orphan’ area. Needs focused on the evaluation of
services and factors affecting the quality of care, and on the
development of new organizational models and research
methods to assess organizational innovations. Research on
interventions to improve community healthcare was indicated
as an urgent need. The work highlights that the research on the
organization of social and health services is one of the topic
neglected. In particular the need to deepen the methodology
and to study effective interventions to be implemented was
expressed.
Key messages:
� Research on health and social services emerged as the main

‘orphan’ area.
� The work returns results on research needs from a broad

sample of stakeholders to policymakers to direct regional
funding for research.
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